Letter to the Western Telegraph on Climate Change
5th July 2012
Dear Editor,
The record-breaking rainfall that has dampened spirits, as well as prospects for the tourist
industry, is another example of the weather extremes that are becoming more frequent
globally.
While climate scientists are careful not to link such events to climate change without
sufficient evidence, that evidence is increasing.
Research, led by Myles Allen of Oxford University, indicates that climate change made the
severe floods that affected England and Wales in the autumn of 2000 twice as likely to
happen [1].
In response to the devastating floods that struck Pakistan two years ago, a World
Meteorological Organization scientist said," there's no doubt that climate change is a major
contributing factor" [2].
And last November, a United Nations-backed report confirmed the link between climate
change and current trends in extreme weather [3]. This report noted a significant increase in
heavy rainfall in some areas and predicted that this is likely to increase during this century.
Of particular concern is the fact that the recent observed changes in rainfall have been even
greater than the changes projected by climate models [4].
We hope that these ominous events will act as a spur for all of us, individuals and politicians,
to do far more to cut the emissions that are fuelling climate change.
Yours sincerely
Gordon James
Campaigner
Pembrokeshire Friends of the Earth
Telephone: 01437 563670
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